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An African American Poet

Gwendolyn Elizabeth Brooks was an American poet. Her grandfather was a slave who
fled slavery and later fought on the side of the Union in the Civil War. He was part of a
pivotal era in American history.

His son married a teacher, and they resided in Kansas. The family sought the
opportunities offered by a growing city and moved to Chicago when she was a baby.
Gwendolyn Brooks was educated in Chicago public schools. She grew up in Chicago
and stayed here for the remainder of her life. She traveled many places but always
came back to Chicago.

Gwendolyn Brooks enjoyed > literary pursults of reading and writing. She wrote
extensively about her experie
those in Chicago. When she \
magazine. In time, she was pi
authored entire volumes of her i
known in the United States and

is, but she also wrote about urban lives - particularly
just thirteen, a poem she wrote was published in a
ihed in the books of others, but she eventually
'n poetry. She became an accomplished poet, well

t xoad. She won numerous awards for her poetry.

It was not easy to get a job in writing, so Brooks worksd for a while as a typist, putting
the words of others in print. But she continued to write her own words, and these
became important poems that inspired people throughout the world.

In addition to being a poet, she taught poetry to college students in the Chicago area.
She taught them the importance of clarity in writing poetry. There ars hundreds of
people who learned from her in those classes, and several of them have gone on to
write their own poetry. Most of them also read poems better because of learning from
her how to look tor the ideas they convey,

lllinois has a special role called Poet Laureate. Gwendolyn Brooks was named lllinois
Poet Laureate in 1968, but this recognition didn't come until one year after she had
already been named poet laureate for the whole country. She was very clear about her
artistic priorities: of greater importance is the ideas a poet communicates—morethan
the prizes a poet may earn. But she earned many prizes. She is recognizsd today as a
great poet and an Important African Arperican whose influence continues to be felt by
subssquent generations.

When she was 83, she was diagnosed with cancer. Shortly thereafter, she died. Her
death in Chicago in 2000 affected people all over the world. While countless numbers
of people mourned her death, she had accomplished much In her life. She's an
important part of Chicago history, African-American history, and American history, and
her legacy is part of your heritage.

CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE
CCSSR2—clarifythe main/central idea of a passage;support important ideas with exannples.

What do you think is the most important legacy of this African American?
Use information from this biography to answer.

DePaui Csnter for Lfrbsn Educatian ©2015 May be dupticated by Communfty schools."
Mauriate devetoped through tha Polk Bros. Foundallon Teacher Leaderehip Network. http:</teacher.dBpaul.edu



7th Grade, Advanced ELA Tribe Day 1

Rl 7.3 - Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text.

The Great Depression - Domino Activity

TheStock Market Crash of 1929. Thereweremanywonderful productsand new
inventions to buy in the 1920s, like refrigerators that ran on electricity. But how many
refrigerators does any one family really need? After a few years, many people slowed
down their buying craze. Many businesses were affected by this slowdown in spending.
Professional investors began selling their stocks. The price of stocks began slowly to fall.
As a result, other investors tried to sell the stocks they held. By then, they had to sell their
stock at a price considerably less than they had paid for it. Many of these investors,
especially the smaller investors, had bought on margin - they had borrowed money from
brokerage houses to buy stock. As stock prices fell, brokerage houses began to make
large-scale margin calls, demanding that investors repay their loans immediately. There
was no installment plan with margins. When you borrowed from a brokerage firm, if you
did not have enough money in your brokerage account or enough value in the stocks

you held to cover your losses, the brokerage house would demand full payment
immediately of any loans due to them. Stock prices fell even further. On Tuesday,
October29, 1929, nicknamed BlackTuesday.stockpricescollapsed.Around $15billion
dollars was lost in one day due to falling stock prices. The crash lasted for four days. At
the end, the stock market had lost more money in four days than was spent on the
entire war effort in World War I. Millions of people lost money in the stock market crash.
Some lost their entire life savings, their homes, their cars, their businesses, everything. It
was a disaster for many.

Overproduction. Factories and farms had already produced more goods than people
could afford to buy. As a result of the stock market crash, more people stopped
spending. Factories slowed production. Workers were laid off. Some companies went
out of business because they had invested in the stock market and could no longer
keep their doors open. Those workers lost their jobs as well.

Banks failed. In the 1 930s, if a bank failed and closed their doors, the money in any
accounts people had in that bank were lost. With the crash of the stock market and
headlines in the newspapers screaming of banks that had invested in stocks and were
now in big trouble, people pulled out their savings. They did not trust the banks. No bank
can operate without cash, and no bank keeps much cash on hand. Cash is invested in
loans and other business transactions. Banks in trouble applied to the Federal Reserve
Banks for a loan. But their request in many cases was not granted. Banks began to fail.

Decrease in consumer spending. In the 1930s, so many banks failed that about 1 /3 of
the people in the United States lost their savings. As a result, there was another fall in
spending. More factories stopped producing goods. More companies went out of
business. More people found themselves out of work.



Unemployment in one part of the economy led to unemployment in another part of the
economy People stopped buying luxurygoods like newcars. Manycarsalesmenwere
out of work. Autoworkers were out of work. Steel workers were out of work. The sale of
houses went down so people in the building industry were out of work. Furniture workers
were out of work. Textile workers were laid off. One domino after another collapsed until
about 28% of people in the United States were unemployed. That number did not count
women who lost their jobs. Many people who were still "employed" found their jobs
reduced to part-time.

Too much credit. During the booming Roaring 20s, people could buy, for the first time,

goods on credit. Credit was a loan. People could pay loans back using the new
installment system. This system allowed them to pay a small amount each week or
month out of their paycheck, sums that included interest, until they paid back their loan
in full. This allowed people to afford to buy houses, cars, furniture, and other goods
without waiting until they saved enough money to pay for their purposes in full. In the
1920s, things were prosperous. Banks and businesses were generous with credit. In the
1930s, when people lost their savings or their jobs or both, many people could not pay
their installments and defaulted on their loans. They lost their homes, their farms, their
businesses, and other goods. The banks and businesses who had granted credit were
also hurt. Many closed. Others sent collectors to take back property that was in default
and to kick people out of their homes. It did not do them much good. Few people had
money to buy what they recovered.

The Dust Bowl. Dust storms devastated the Mid-west for 1 O years! Crops died in the
fields in several states from drought and dust. Without being able to grow crops, people
lost their farms and their homes. Dust got into everything - their food, their clothes,
everything. People were getting sick. There was a massive migration of people out of the
affected area. But when they arrived somewhere else, there was no work.

Decreased International Trade. In 1930, Herbert Hoover, President of the United States,
made what turned out to be a very bad decision - he signed the Smoot-Hawlev Act into
law. That act raised taxes on imported goods. Hoover's plan was to make foreign goods
more expensive than American made goods. This would make Americans buy goods
made in America. That would increase sales and put Americans back to work. But the
depression was not limited to the United States. Many countries were in the midst of a
depression. Other nations were so angry about the increased import tax that they
stopped buying American made goods. This led to decreased international trade, and in
some cases a full halt. As American exports declined, nnore workers were laid off.

Millions of Dominos: The result of the combined causes of the Great Depression was not
that eleven thousand people became homeless - but that millions of people became
homeless. Many were starving. Millions of people had lost their jobs. Farms were in
trouble. Food production was down. Thousands of banks had failed. Millions of people
had lost their savings. People all over the country were affected. The Stock Market
Crash of 1929 was not the only cause of the Great Depression, but it signaled the



beginning. The Great Depression lasted for 10 years. It was a decade of misery for many
millionsofpeople.

Instructions:

Create a domino effect outline that depicts the events leading up to the Great
Depression. Wrlte in each domino the event. Also give one piece of textual evidence for
each domino explaining how this event contrlbuted to the Great Depression.
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DIRECTIONS: In the passages that fbllow, some words
and phrases are underiined and numbered. !n the
answer column, you will find aftematives for the words
and phrases that are underiined. Choose the altema-
th/e that you think is best, and fill En the corresponding
bubUe on your answer sheet. If you thlnk that the
original verslon is best, choose "NO CHANGE,* wftlch
wfll always be either answer choice A or F. You will
also find questlons about a partcular sectlon of the

passage, or about the enBre passage. These questions
will be identrfied by either an underlined portion or by
a number in a box. Look for the answer that clearly
expressas the idea, is consistent wlth the style and tone
of the passage, and makes the correct use of stan-
daid written English. Read the passage through once
before answering the questions. For some questions,
you should read beyond the indicated portion before you
answer.

R»SSAGE1
M3chigan?s Mesmeric Stone

Some residents ofMichigan would probably be

surprised and shocked to leam that, duiing Ae Devoaian
I

Age, 350 nullion years ago, this norfheni state was located

aear the earth's equator. At that dme, Michigan was

hidden uiKtemeath by a warm body of water. It was this
2

marme enviromnent tbat eveiituaUy produced Nfichigan s

unique rocfc formadon known as the Petoskey stone.

The light brown Petoskey stoae is easily distinguished

from other stones havmg its pattera of numerous and
3

contignous six-sided cells. These ceUs were once the living

coral that was present during the Devonian Age, which

slow^ecame petrified into rock that was Aen gradually
4

canied north by the slow movement of glaciers. Petoskey

stones can vaiy m ^ppearance, largely due to tbe content of

each coral cell. Most Petoskey stones contain high levels

1. A. N0 CHANOE
B. shockingly suiprised
C. suiprised
D. shockedbysurprise

2. F. N0 CHANGE
G. submeiged and under
H. hidden beneath
J. coayletely and totally submerged by

3. A. N0 CHANGE
B. by
C. because
D. from

4. F. N0 CHANGE
G. asslowas
H. slowlybecame
J. slow to become

.s

a

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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of calcite, faut sgnas also co^in quartz, pyrite, silica, and
5

other maaCTals. Becaase of tfais variety in makeup,

polisteog a Petoskey stone can either be a fairiy sssple.

task or one that highty requires a high level of sfcill aad
6

patiCDce.

[1] Some Tock collectors might be fortunate to find a

Petostosy stooe that has been oaturaUy polished by

wuid;sand; aad water. [2] la many cases, thou^i, tfae
7

stones are aot raposed to fhe eleroeats, so some hard labor

might be necessary to poduce a smooth, shiny surface tfaat

displays the stoaes' uaique pattems. [3] Despite this, the
8

caldte contained in Petosfcey stone is highly conducive to

hand polislung; it is soft enough to give way to saD(^>er,
9

yet stroag enough to accept tbe polishing coxiqwund that is

usuaUy appUed <mce all the scratch marks have beea

carefully sanded away. [4] It is importaDt to tafce time to

remove all of the scratcbes, th^ fhey will be pnesent in the
10

fimshed stone aloag witb the coral fossils. [Hl

For thc serious rock enthusiast, mvesting in an electric

rock tumbler is a good way to simplify tbe process of

rock-polishiiig. Simply place the collected rocks iato the

pamt-caa sized camster, add polisfaiiig coayound, and push

the buttoc. This begins a long rotarioa process whCTeby the

stoges are abraded undl tliey have a smooth, glossy finistL
" 12

5. Which choice would best help to establish that Peto;
stones can vary from one another?
A. NOCHANOB
B. but contain some
C. which predcaaiaantly possess
D. aad also mclud&

6. F. N0 CHANGE
G. requucs a level of high
EL rcqaiies a high tevel
J. required a hi^x level

7. A. NOCHANGE
B. wiudaiylsaad
C. windsand
D. wind, sand,

8. K N0 CHANGE
G. Fortunately,
H. Instead,
J. Nevertfaeless,

9. A. NOCHANGE
B. haiidpoUshmg.it
C. bandpolisbingbemgit
D. baad polishing it

10. F. N0 CHANOE
G. whereas
H. otfaerwise
J. and

11. For the sake of logic and cohereace, Seatence 2 should
beplaced:
A. whcre it is now.
B. before Sentence 1.
C. a£terSeaten.ee 3.
D. after Sentence 4.

U. F. NOCHANOE
G. stones' are
H. stone's are
J. stones,are

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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One advantage of ysmg a rock tumbler mstead of hand

poUshing tbe stones are that &e tumbler can do the woric
13

while you scout for more stones to put in it!

Petoskey stoaes are often difBcuIt to find, depeadmg on

the season ofthe year. Geiierally, early spruig will bring in a

aew crop of stones after the ice has melted and the stones

have been pushed to the shoreUnes of the northem Grcat

Lalces. [M] A good rain will highHght the Petoskey stoDe's

coral pattem, making it easier to spot in Ae sand. Qf course,

you can always fiad Petoskey stones in tourist shops

throughout the aorthera part of Ae state, but it is

much more fun and sarisfying to locate one yourselfas you

walk along the beautiful beacbes ofMicliigan.

13. A. N0 CHANOE
B. istfaat
C. caa be
D. isso

14. The writer is coasidering deletmg the preceding sen-
teace. If the sentence were deleted, the paragraph would
priinarily lose:
R the mtroductioo to the essay.

G. a summaiy of &e preceding paragraph.
H. an isapOTtaat detail supportmg a main idea.
J. tbe conclusioa to the essay.

Question 15 asfcs about tiie precediug passage as a whole.

15. Suppose Ae write-r had chosen to write an essay about
Uving near the Great Lafees. Would this essay fulfijl the
writer's goal?
A. Yes, because this essay refers to Michigan aad Ae

Great Lakes several tunes throughout tbe texi.
B. Ycs, becausethewritermakesitcleartbatPetoslcey

stones aie umque to that area of the country.
C. No, because tbe writer discusses oaly the state of

Michigan and aot the Great Lafces in geaeral.
D. No, because the essay is priinarily about the

Peto&key stone and aot about living near the Great
Lafces.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.



Ki.

Sh^^

1 ^ 6nide hath -'lnbe Dci^ ^ l N(AW¬'.

Speed Drills
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Helpful
Hints

Review Exercises

7 x 306 = 2. 72 + 316 + 726 =

810-316 = 4. 201317

-^- has been reduced to its
simplest form which is -^-.

Divide the numerator and
denominator by the largest

possible number.

Exainples: 2 1-s- =-3-
T

~T

Sometim.es more than one step can be
used:

24 - 9 112 _ A3g = ^ II? =T

Reduce each fraction to its lowest terms.

s. -^-
lo?
'^\

^3]
S. 12 H_

16:-4=
1. 12

15
2. 15

20

3. 10
20

4. 20
25

5. 12'18 6. 16
24

7. 24
40

8. 20
32

9. 15
18

10. 18
24

Probleni
Solving

8

10

Score

If there are 24 crayons in each box, how many crayons are there in 2-^-
boxes?

25



7th Advanced Math Tribe Day #1

SolveEach. SHOWALLWORK

Name:

Learning Target: 1 can review addition and subtraction of rational numbers.

1. The table shows the high and low temperature for each city.

a. Find the difference from the high to low temperature for each.
i. Lexington

ii. Las Vegas

iii. Concord

b. Which city had the biggest difference befrween high and low?

2. A submarine is cruising at a depth of 340 meters vvhile an approaching plane is flying at a height
of 690 meters. The submarine is equipped vvith missiles, with a range of 1000 meters. Can the
submarine hit the plane from its current position?

3. The record high temperature in the Sarah desert was 118 degrees in 1945. The record cold
temperature vvas -6 degrees in 1914. What is the difference betvveen the record high and the
record low?

4. Nancy's Bank account was overdravvn (negative) by $113.40 on Thursday. Her paycheck was
deposited in the amount of $274.18. How much money does Nancy have in her bank account
now?

City High Temp Low Temp
Lexington 113 degrees -12 degrees
Las Vegas 126 degrees 8 degrees
Concord 103 degrees -26 degrees



5. The Bears started their first drive ofthe game on the 20-yard line. Their first 5 plays were:
" A pass for a gain of 14 yards
" A run for a loss of 3 yards
" A run for a gain of 8 yards
" A quarterback sack for a loss of 11 yards
" A run for a gain of 9 yards

A. Write a number sentence that represents this situation.

B. Use a number line to model this situation.

C. Where did the team end up after the first 5 plays? EXPLAIN YOUR LOGIC OR
REASONING
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Solve each inequality and graph its solution.

1) -2(l-6m)£-86
"<-"—I—1—1—1—1—I—1—1—1—h->-

-14 -12 -10 -8 -6

2) 240 > 6(8 + 4a)

Date

-I—I—1—1—1—1—I—1—1—1—1-»

2 3 4 5 6789101112

3) 5(-5-5p)<125
-<-1—I—1—1—1—h-I—I—1—!-»"

-8 -7 -6 -5 -I -3 -2 -I 0

4) x- S(x + 4) < -i

^-1—I—1—h-I—I—1—1—1—1—1-»

9 10 II 12 13 14 15

5) 88 < -8 + 6(v + 8)
"(-I—1—h-I—I—1—1—1—1—1—1->-

9 10 !1 12 B 14 15 16

6) 6(2.c+8)+2^> 118
<-1—1—h -I—I—1—1—1—1-t-

O 1 34567 9 10

7) -35+7/n<2m+5(6m+3)

-<-1—I—1—1—1—^
-5 -4 -3 -2 -I 0

H—1—(-»"
2345

8) -5(b -2)> 11 - 6&
<-1—1—h -I—I—1—1—1—1—1-»

-5^1-3 -2 -1 0 ] 2 3 4 5

9) 24 + 8p < -5(6 - 7p)
-<-1—I—1—1—h-I—I—1—h-»
-2-10 1 2 34 567S

10) 2(A+5) <-30 - 6A
<-1—h -I—I—1—1—1—1—1->-

-10 -6 -2

11) -8(-2 + m) + 2m ^ -8m + 24
-<-1—I—1—1—1—1—I—1—1—1—1-»

2 3 45 67 K910i]12

12) -6(l -7m) >-6-- m
"<-<—I—1—1—1—1—I—1—1—1—h-*-

-7 -6-5-1-3-2-1 0 1 2 3

201K Kula Softw hls rcserved Madc wilh Infinite A Igebrs
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I can: Create an appropriate graph to visually display data and interpret results.

TWO OPTIONS FOR COMPLETING A TRIBE DAY ASSIGNMENT:
OPTION1:
Use Google Sheets to create a graph on your Chromebook. If you don't remember how to
create a graph online use the link below:

httDS://www.voutube.com/watch?v=lxkPWeCXm51
OPTION 2:
USE GRAPH PAPER (Below) AND TURN YOUR GRAPH IN WHEN YOU RETURN TO
SCHOOL

Graphing Practice - Problem 1

A. The thickntss of(hc annual rings indicatcs what type ofenvironment
was occurring at the time ofits dcvelopment. A thin ring usually
indicates a lack ofwater, forest fires, or a major insect infcstation. A
thick rine indicates jast the opposite.

B. Make a Unc graph ofthe data.
C. What is the dependent variablc?
D. What is the independent variable?

Age ofthc
1 tree in years

Averagc thickness of
the annual rings in cm.

ForestA

Average thlckness of
the annual rings in cm.

Forest B
10 2.0 2.2
20 2^ 2.5_J
30 3.S 3.6

40 3.0 3.8 ;

50 4.5 4.0

60 4J 4.5 I
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Avoiding Earthquake Surprises in the Pacific
Northwest

byAmerican Museum ofNatural History
This article is provided courtesy of the American Museum of Natural History.

HowVulnerable Is the Pacific Northwest?
Cascadia is a region in the Pacific Northwest. It includes southern British Columbia, Washington,
Oregon, and northern California. This region is at risk of being hit by earthquakes.'Until the mid
-1980s, Earth sdentists thought that the threat was limited to quakes of magnitude 7 or below.

But more recently, Earth scientists discovered evidence that more intense earthquakes repeatedly
struck the region over the past several thousand years. And they are likely to occur again.
Earthquakes of magnitude 8 and 9 are considered "great"

quakes. An earthquake of magnitude 8
releases about thirty times as much energy as a quake of magnitude 7. A quake of magnitude 9 is
another thirty times larger.

Why the Pacific Northwest Is at Risk
Earth's rigid outershell is made up ofvast rocky pieces called tectonic plates. These plates move as
slowly as fingernails grow. They separate, collide, or grind against each other at plate boundaries.
Where the plates grind together, pressure builds up and the rocks eventually break. This sends
stored-up energy surging through Earth. This energy is what causes earthquakes.

Earth 's surface is broken into massive rocky piafes called tectonic ptates.

^ AMERICAN MUSEUM S NATUSAL HlSTORY ReadWorks.org
©2014 American Museum of Natural History. All rights reserved. Used by Pefmission



ReadWorics' Avoiding Earthquake Surprises in the Pacific Northwest

IVlost earthquakes occur along certain plate boundaries called subduction zones. A subduction zone
is where a more dense oceanic plate subducts, orsinks below, a continental plate. Decades ago,
scientists recognized that a subduction zone runs along the Pacific coast. It ties between southern
British Columbia and northern California. It's called the Cascadia subduction zone.

The two largest earthquakes since 1900 occurred along subduction zones. They were a Chilean
earthquake of magnitude 9.5in 1 960, and an Alaskan earthquake of magnitude 9.2 in 1 964. During
each ofthese earthquakes, the continental plate lurched 20 meters toward the sea. This movement
thinned the plate by stretching its rocks. The thinning lowered the coast enough for tides to drown
coastal forests. Today, ghostly tree trunks provide natural clues that the huge earthquakes occurred.

Clues ofAncient Quakes
Earth scientists have found similar, much older remains of flooded forests in Cascadia. They were
discovered along bays and river mouths on the coasts ofBritish Columbia, Washington, Oregon, and
northern California. Scientists also found other evidence of strong earthquakes in the same locations.
These include sheets of sand that were deposited by floods from the sea and ground cracks that
were filled with quicksand. Scientists concluded that earthquakes of magnitude 8 or larger have
struck Cascadia repeatedly in the past several thousand years.

Teams of scientists worked together to determine the exact date and an approximate size for the
most recent ofthese Cascadia earthquakes. First, American scientists discovered clues in some dead
trees. The trees recorded sudden lowering ofcoastal land during this earthquake. Radiocarbon dating
showed that they died between 1680 and 1720.

Japanese researehers were paying attention to these discoveries in North America. They knew that if
the Cascadia earthquake was big enough, it would have started a tsunami in the Pacific Ocean. And
they had been looking for the mysterious source of a tsunami that caused flooding and damage in
Japan in January 1700. They proposed that a great Cascadia earthquake occurred in the evening of
January 26, 1700. They estimated its size as magnitude 9.

To test this proposed date and size, American scientists returned to some ofthe earthquake-killed
trees in Washington. By measuring thin and thick rings, they assigned dates to individual tree rings.
They were able to narrow the time ofthe earthquake to the months between August 1699 and May
1700. This evidence supported the date proposed by Japanese researchers. The findings combined
to give the 1700 Cascadia earthquake a place in history.

AMERICAN MUSEUM S NATUftAL HiSTOfiY ReadWorks.org
©201-4 American Museum of Naturaf Hisfory. All rights resen/ed, Used by Permission



ReadWoiks' Avoiding Earthquake Surprises in the Pacific Northwest

Scientists study dead trees in a tida! marsh afong the Pacific coast of Washington. They provide evidence that a great earthquake
occurred in January 1700.

Northwesterners Respond to the Risk
Earthquakes can't be prevented. hlowever, people can take measures to minimize the damage they
cause. In some cases, communities can strengthen structures that already exist. These include
dams, bridges, water systems, schools, hospitals, and lifelines (electrical, gas, and water lines). They
can also design and build earthquake-resistant structures in the future.

2

Until 1994, the Uniform Building Code placed an area ofWashington in a zone with the second
highest hazard level (out of six). Most of the rest of Oregon and Washington was placed in a zone
with a lower hazard level. The 1994 edition ofthe Uniform Building Code redrew the map for the
Pacific Northwest. All parts of Oregon and Washington that are at risk of great earthquakes were
upgraded to the higher-level hazard zone.

This revision of the code was an important first step toward meeting the great-earthquake threat in
the Pacific Northwest. In the areas upgraded to the second highest level, new buildings are designed

^AMEftiCANMuSEUMSNATuitAtHiSTOftY ^.^^... ,,,. . ReadWorte.org
©2014AmericanMuseum ofNatural History.AII riglits resen/ed. Used by Permission



ReadWorks' Avoiding Earthquake Surprises in the Pacific Northwest

to' withstand earthquakes fifty percent stronger than under the old code.

How Safe Are Other Parts of the United States?
People in other earthquake-prone states started asking questions about whether they were
adequately prepared for future earthquakes. These states include Massachusetts, New York, South
Carolina, Missouri, Indiana, Utah, California and Alaska. Many ofthe questions cannot be answered
satisfactorily until we know more about past earthquakes. Deciphering the geologic past is one of the
ways that Earth scientists help to protect people from loss of life and property.

Overthe years, seismologists devised various magnitude scales as measures ofearthquake size.
The "moment magnitude" scale is used today.
2

The Uniform Building Code was replaced in 2000 by the Intemational Building Code.

This reading was adapted from a 1995 USGS Fact Sheet, "Averting Surprises in the Pacific
Northwest," by Brian F. Atwater, Thomas S. Yelin, Craig S. Weaver, James W. Hendley, II.

^ AMERfCAN MUSEUM 5 ^ATUftAL Hl&TORy ReadWorks.org
©2014 American Museum of Natural Histor/. All n'ghts reserved. Used by Permission



ReadWoiks' Avoiding Earthquake Surprises in the Pacific Northwest - Comprehension Questions

Name: Date:

1. Where is Cascadia located?

A. in Alaska

B. in Chile

C. in the Pacific Northwest

D. in the middle ofthe Pacific Ocean

2. What is the cause of earthquakes?

A. the sudden breaking ofthe earth's rigid outer shell

B. the stretching and thinning ofthe rocks that make up a tectonic plate

C. the very slow movement of tectonic plates that are separating from each other

D. the energy released when two tectonic plates grind together and then suddenly
move

3. What evidence led scientists to conclude that Cascadia had been hit by large

earthquakes many times in the past?

A. the knowledge that the earth's outer shell is made up of tectonic plates

B. the remains offorests in Cascadia that had died because offlooding

C. the fact that Alaska had been hit by an earthquake of magnitude 9.2

D. the revision ofthe Uniform Building Code in the Pacific Northwest

4. Based on the text, what may have led people to revise the Uniform Building Code in

the Pacific Northwest?

A. the need to prevent large earthquakes from happening in the Pacific Northwest
region

B. the fact that buildings in the Pacific Northwest had recently fallen down during
earthquakes

C. the desire to help scientists learn about buildings in areas that are likely to be hit by
earthquakes

D. the evidence that large earthquakes had struck the Pacific Northwest in the past
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5. What is the main idea of this article?

A. Scientists can tell where large earthquakes have occurred by studying dead forests
along coastal land.

B. Earthquakes can occur along subduction zones, where an oceanic tectonic plate
sinks below a continental plate.

C. Scientists have found evidence that the Pacific Northwest is at risk of being hit by
major earthquakes.

D. Changing the Uniform Building Code in the Pacific Northwest was an important step
toward meeting the threat of large earthquakes.

6. Read these sentences from the text.

"Earthquakes can't be prevented. However, people can take measures to minimize the

damage they cause. In some cases, communities can strengthen existing dams,

bridges, water systems, schools, hospitals, and lifelines (electrical, gas, and water lines).

They can also design and build earthquake-resistant structures."

What does the word "measures" most nearly mean in this sentence?

A. questions

B. amounts

C. actions

D. lessons

7. Choose the answer that best completes the second sentence below.

Scientists used to think that Cascadia would only be struck by earthquakes of magnitude

7 or below. _, they found more recent evidence of bigger earthquakes in the

region.

A. Therefore

B. However

C. Indeed

D. For example

8. What did the drowned forests in Cascadia show scientists about the size of past
earthquakes in the region?

9. In 1994, the Uniform Building Code was revised to include new requirements for how
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st'rong buildings in parts ofthe Pacific Northwest had to be. How did this change in the

Uniform Building Code help people in the Pacific Northwest prepare for future

earthquakes?

10. The last paragraph of the article states that it is hard to know whether we are

prepared for future earthquakes until we know more about past earthquakes. It says that

by studying the earth's past, scientists can help protect people from loss of life and

property. How can knowing more about past earthquakes help people better prepare for

future earthquakes? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
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EARLY MAN
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Early humans hunted a7id gathered food. They ate mostly meat, berries, nuts, and fish. This

changed around 12,000 years ago. The last lce Age was ending at the time. Humans had spread
around the world. Earth was becoming warmer. The new weather changed life forever. For the
first time, humans could farm. Farming was an easier way to get food. Now, people could live in
one place. They no longer had to chase animals around. The future changed for all people.

Today, we can go to a store to buy food. But, early humans had to grow their food. They
grew different crops. This depended on where they lived. Corn was grown in the Americas. Wheat
and barley grew in Europe. Why were crops grown in different places? People learned to use
plants that grew where they lived. They replanted the plant seeds. Each area could then grow
their own plants.

At first, humans hunted wild animals. Then, they found ways to control them. They kept
animals at their homes. This allowed them to get meat and animal products more easily. Goats
and cows were used for milk. Pigs and chickens were used for meat. Animals were tamed in
different parts of the worid. In East Asia, pigs were tamed. In South America, llamas were tamed.
Animals weren't only used for food. There were many ways to use animals. For instance, sheep
and llama wool were used to make clothes.

People didn't need permanent homes when they were chasing animals around. But, then
they started farming. They also began taming animals. This changed their lives. Humans could
now settle in one place. They didn't have to roam around anymore. They built homes from stone
and wood. People grouped together in villages. They built homes near rivers. Water from rivers
made the land easy to grow plants on. Rivers were also used for drinking water and travel.

Imagine living 10,000 years ago. You would live in a stone house. You would live near many
other people. A barrier would protecf you from the weather. There would be a stone wall around
your village. It would protect you from enemies. You could get food and water safely. Before,
people had to find their own food. Life was easier as a farmer. The number of people grew
quickly.

Farming and taming animals freed up lots of time. People didn't have to look for food as
much. They had time to invent new things. The plow was one of them. The plow helped grow a
larger harvest. The loom was also invented. The loom was used to weave clothing from wool.
Calendars, star charts, and sundials were created. These tools kept track of time. They helped
humans understand the solar system. Irrigation systems were created. These carried water from
the rivers to the fields. Farmers could plant crops further from rivers.

Farming changed people's lives. People began living in
houses. They grew into large societies. Tools were invented.
People even tried new kinds of food. Having food and water
sources made life easier. The population grew quickly. This was
one of the most important times in history. Because of our
ancestors, we now grow and raise our own food.
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TEXT-BASED EVIDENCE QUESTIONS
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Directions: Answer these questions after you read the passage. R^member to begin your answer by
restating part of the quesfion, use direct evidence from the text, and explain your thinking.

I

KEY IDEAS & DETAILS

1. According to the first paragraph of the text, how did planet earth change 12,000 years
ago? RI.1

2. Describe how early farming began. R1.3

3. Explain how farming changed the lifestyle of early man. R1.3

4. Explain how the early man people used their newly found free time. R1.3

5. List two or three of the animals that were first tamed and explain how they were used. R1.2
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